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Designh Discussions

A curated selection of six panel themes,
formats, and speaker lineups designed to

inspire dialogue, foster exchange, and explore
new perspectives in design.
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Panel #1

Architecture & Materiality
in AlUla and Beyond

This conversation explores architecture through the
lens of material witness — how materiality shapes
and reveals cultural identity.

Focusing on the Saudi context, and particularly AlUla,
the panel examines how building from within —
culturally, geographically, and materially — creates
meaningful and grounded architecture.

Bringing together architects from Egypt, Saudi Arabia,
India, and Africa, the discussion highlights practices
rooted in place, heritage, and climate.

AlUla serves as both a case study and a living
laboratory for site-specific, sustainable design.

The session invites reflection on how architecture can
respond to context not just visually, but structurally
and spiritually.

Confirmed

Sara Ghani

Urban Planning & Design
Manager, Royal Commission for
AlUla | Curator, Design Space
AlUla

Confirmed

Rogier Van der Heide

Global Design Executive
Dutch architect and design
leader specializing in innovative
architectural lighting and
immersive environments.

Confirmed

Salwa Samarqandi

Senior Design Architect & Engineer,
Saudia Ministry of Culture
Saudi architect blending modern
design with cultural context, known
for thoughtful, place-inspired
architecture and creative practice.

A

Sumantro Ghose

Artistic Programming Director, Royal
Commission for AlUla

Moderator
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Panel #2

Material Witness: Celebrating
Desigh From Within #1

Held alongside the exhibition of the AlUla Design
Residency, this conversation brings together
designers-in-residence and the program’s curator to
reflect on their time in AlUla.

Over three months, they immersed themselves in the
landscape, materials, and local context — rethinking
their practice from within.

The discussion explores how their ideas evolved on
site, the challenges of designing in a remote
environment, and the creative breakthroughs that
emerged.

What does it mean to develop a project so closely tied
to place, climate, and culture? This session offers a
behind-the-scenes look at the residency as a space
for experimentation, adaptation, and deep creative
engagement.

Confirmed

Aseel Alamoudi

Saudi artist exploring materiality,
cultural memory, and identity
through multidisciplinary works
spanning sculpture, installation,
and research.

Confirmed

Emmanuel Tibloux

Director, The School of
Decorative Arts
French curator and critic
advancing contemporary
design, cultural discourse, and
innovative creative education.

Kevin Rouff & Paco Bockelmann

Co-founders, Studio ThusThat
Designers transforming industrial
byproducts into new materials,
linking craft, science, and
sustainability.

Confirmed

Paul Moustapha Ledron

Designer and maker focused on
experimental materials, sculptural
forms, and the intersection of craft

and contemporary design.

Confirmed

Dominique Petit-Frére

Founder and Director, Limbo Accra
Designer and curator reimagining
architecture and urban futures
across West Africa.

Arnaud Morand

Head of Art and Creative
Industries, AFALULA
Director of Arts AlUla Residency
Programmes—programme co-
created with AFALULA

Moderator
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Panel #3

From Award to Market:
Design, retail, and creative
futures in AlUla

This session explores how design initiatives in AlUla
support emerging talent and transform creative ideas
into real-world opportunities.

Focusing on fashion and product design, the
discussion examines the relationship between local
design languages, craftsmanship, retail platforms,
and market readiness. It highlights the role of
recognition, mentorship, and visibility in building
sustainable creative practices, while addressing the
challenges of moving from concept to commerce.

The conversation also considers how culturally rooted
retail models can open pathways for designers to
operate locally and internationally, positioning AlUla
as a growing hub for innovation, cultural exchange,
and long-term creative development.

PANEL TOPIC UPDATED

Abdulrahman Al Muftah
Product Design Winner
Qatari interdisciplinary designer and
entrepreneur whose practice bridges
cultural preservation, sustainability,

Matthieu Gautier
Fashion Design Winner
Paris-based fashion and jewelry
designer, graduate of the Institut
Francais de la Mode.

and material experimentation

Hind AlRawaf

Fanny Massoutre-Toumi Deem AlHagbani

Regional Communications Direct, Co-founder and General Manager, Cultural Retail Manager, Royal

Hermes Middle East Shaddah Studio Commission for AlUla
Shaping brand strategy, Creating contemporary Saudi
communications, and regional fashion rooted in cultural heritage, Moderator

craftsmanship, and modern
interpretations of traditional dress.

creative initiatives.
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Plural Geographies:
Desigh Perspectives

Panel #4

This conversation explores design from Plural
Geographies — as a space of invention, resistance,
and cultural continuity.

With voices from Brazil, Saudi Arabia, USA and Qatar,
the panel reflects on how design practices rooted in
the Global South challenge dominant narratives and
offer new material and conceptual approaches.

From emerging studios to institutional platforms,
these perspectives expand the idea of innovation
beyond the Western canon.

What does it mean to design from this part of the
world — and for it?

The discussion traces how local resources, ancestral
knowledge, and new materials shape a more plural
and grounded design future.

Confirmed

Humberto Campana

Co-founder of Estudio Campana
Brazilian designer celebrated for
experimental, craft-driven furniture
and socially engaged design.

Paul Emilieu Marchesseau

Founder, Emilieu Studio
Villa Hegra'’s first designer-in-residence
Design curator and writer reimagining
the studio as a space of creative care and
cultural exchange

KOL guest confirmed

Jen Roberts

CEO, Design Miami
Leading global conversations
around collectible design, cultural
exchange, and contemporary
creative practice.

Addition to panel to
be approved @RCU

Emily Marant

Senior Design Advisor, AFALULA
Founder, Studio Marant

Moderator

Confirmed

Ahmad Angawi

Founder and Director, Zawiya97
Saudi designer exploring craft heritage,
human-centred design, and Hijazi
cultural narratives through
contemporary objects and installations.
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Panel #5

Screening & Discussion with
Humberto Campana

Discover the imaginative world of Humberto Campana in this special
workshop featuring an exclusive screening of his documentary, followed by
a live Q&A with the designer himself.

Dive into his bold approach to materials, craft, and storytelling — and get
inspired to rethink creativity in unexpected ways.

Q&A session led by Cyril Zammit.

Confirmed

Humberto Campana Cyril Zammit

Co-founder of Estudio Campana Senior Design Advisor, Royal
Brazilian designer and co-founder of the Campana Commission for AlUla
Brothers, celebrated for experimental, craft-driven Moderator

furniture and socially engaged design.
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Panel #6
Madrasat Addeera Editions

The panel explores the intersection between
contemporary design, Handicrafts, and digital
craftsmanship, using Madrasat Addeera Editions as a
case study.

Bringing together designers, curators, and
collaborators, the conversation examines how
traditional techniques, materials, and know-how are
researched, preserved, and reinterpreted through
modern design processes.

Rooted in AlUla’s cultural landscape, the Editions
initiative highlights the value of making by hand,
material experimentation, and collaboration between
artisans and designers, creating objects that carry
both heritage and innovation.

The discussion reflects on how craft-led editions can
support cultural continuity, creative economies, and
new models of production at the intersection of
tradition, design, and contemporary markets.

Confirmed

Cristian Mohaded

Argentine designer and artist
whose work blends craft, material
research, and cultural expression
across furniture, lighting, objects,
and installations internationally.

Confirmed

Aldo Sollazzo
CEO and Founder, LAMAQUINA
Italian entrepreneur and
technologist leading computational
design, advanced manufacturing,

and material innovation.

B irmod

Samer Yamani

Founder, Creative Dialogue
Curator and Creative Director of
Madrasat Addeera Editions

Moderator



s . - » B AFALULA ‘ID. ALULA . .
QW\ Aadle @AU J#‘ AEEE? L= il DESIGN b QEJEA

poupill AWARD

8 _yaall ;\.uJJ.A <)

s;i._._\}.l:\]\ &.ﬁ);‘\} ‘)m\a.d\ M\ O @M\ PAFP Jda 1 odd i

Ledia o "5),3.\&\ Z\.uJ.JA Gl o) L;‘; c«}u'al\ LL,Q} cz\zm'éuﬂ 4_15);“}
PRI

32 g (i S s> W (rlay el
e Y] o€ il il el 5 Cppannaadl (e dod dalal) ol ; O e LaSle W AS ) ¢ all 5 (524580 )
O m‘ﬁ o )ul‘} 8l Ol Cpannael] G S A b gon omalleel b ey iia )l (L 5 panae lon 548 o o M 5 e 5 =Y ) sal ¢ pal)
oy cdpndaill Cojlaall g ol gally bl 8 Caanll 4 Calisiny (A il 3l pall (B Sl s A8 sl e e Q\’ 4 2 Gl laca) 30kl e lay) padl g )l
3 palaa doasaat oy g Lo sale ) 5 Leale Laliall Belayl s BV Apallal) aslaliy) ¢ 5 prifiell ginsl 3 e el Bl A e
Aoy S i Al ol Aol SN

Lpie Sl laal” 30l Tl g all Ll Slall A& e g adall e

O Ostadll s galall e il s A sl Gl dad e o suall M5 )
S Ge Wil (8 Jaat Ay adad ISEY ¢Cpaaadlly Gad sl
Slo Al @l laay) sda s Gl Joliny LS e JIS0Y) g 55
Y Zilais e lay) SLaBYl AN A ) peiuY) acs & 4 el

3_nalaall (3 ) 5 apanaill s AIED ( aand 1) Bagaall




Program - Pool of talks

giilo ALULA
U e Il DESIGN
poupill AWARD

Us—ia ARTS
U e Il ALULA

Panel #7

Material Witness: Celebrating
Design From Within #2

Held alongside the exhibition of the AlUla Design
Residency, this conversation brings together
designers-in-residence and the program’s curator to
reflect on their time in AlUla.

Over three months, they immersed themselves in the
landscape, materials, and local context — rethinking
their practice from within.

The discussion explores how their ideas evolved on
site, the challenges of designing in a remote
environment, and the creative breakthroughs that
emerged.

What does it mean to develop a project so closely tied
to place, climate, and culture? This session offers a
behind-the-scenes look at the residency as a space
for experimentation, adaptation, and deep creative
engagement.

C 4

\ '
,
‘ l y
; k

Ali Alghazzawi

Head of Design AlUla project and
AlUla Residency Programme,
Royal Commission for AlUla

Confirmed

Dominique Petit-Frére

Founder and Director, Limbo Accra
Designer and curator reimagining
architecture and urban futures
across West Africa.

Yasmine Sfar & Mehdi Kebaier

Co-founders, Altin Studio
Tunis-based designers creating
research-driven, material-focused
works rooted in local craft and
Mediterranean design culture.

Emily Marant

Senior Design Advisor, AFALULA
Founder, Studio Marant

Moderator
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Workshops

A selection of workshops led by diverse
practitioners, offering hands-on exploration of
making, materiality, and design.

Additional sessions are presented by Madrasat
Addeera in partnership with ISIPCA and L'ECOLE
School of Jewelry Arts.
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Workshop #1

Hands-on fun: transforming
spaces through playful design

Kids workshop

Rooted in design and play, this workshop invites children to actively explore
and reinterpret their surroundings. Participants will sketch ideas, experiment
with materials, and hand-build simple interactive games and small structures
that can be placed throughout the neighbourhood.

Through guided making, children learn basic design techniques, understand

how objects shape space, and collectively transform parts of Alladidah into a
playful, creative experience.

Aseel Alamoudi

Saudi artist exploring materiality, cultural memory, and
identity through multidisciplinary works spanning
sculpture, installation, and research.
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Workshop #2

Material stories: exploring
AlUla through wood and craft

Materiality, Pattern, and Cultural Resonance
Inspired by the striking landscapes and rich craftsmanship of AlUla, Ahmad
Angawi leads participants in an immersive woodworking workshop.

Explore traditional patterns, repetition, and techniques that reflect cultural
identity, while learning to transform raw materials into meaningful, tactile

designs.

This session offers a hands-on opportunity to connect with heritage,

experiment with form, and discover how material and pattern can tell a story.

Confirmed

Ahmad Angawi
Founder and Director, Zawiya97

Saudi designer exploring craft heritage, human-centred design, and Hijazi
cultural narratives through contemporary objects and installations.

The British
Museum
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Workshop #3

The Art of making: fashion by hand - Masterclass

This masterclass offers an in-depth look at the creative and conceptual processes
behind fashion design, from research and idea development to production and final

execution.

Participants will explore how designers translate inspiration into coherent collections,
with a focus on research methodologies, material thinking, and design strategy. The
session also examines key principles such as identity, beauty, craftsmanship, and

cultural narrative, highlighting their role in shaping meaningful design outcomes.

Through case studies and visual references, the masterclass provides practical insight
into building thoughtful, sustainable, and culturally grounded fashion practices.

Ahmed Hassan

Co-founder, KML
Saudi fashion designer, reinterpreting Arab menswear heritage
with minimalist tailoring and gender-neutral silhouettes.

WORKSHOP FORMAT ADAPTED
Masterclass by Ahmed Hassan vs
Hands-on workshop
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