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The story of AlUla is rich with artistic expression.

The ancient inscriptions carved into rock faces at
Dadan are proof of a long-standing tradition of visual
documentation, and the profound value placed on
creative discourse.

For millennia, AlUla has remained a centre of exchange,
a bustling hub of creativity, trade and cultural dialogue
at the crossroads of diverse civilisations and peoples.

AlUla Arts Festival represents the latest chapter in

this unbroken tradition of expression, exchange and
connection. Every year, the festival brings the city to life,
revitalising the ancient spirit of creativity in surprising
and groundbreaking ways.

Wadi AlFann (the Valley of the Arts), AlUla Oasis,
AlJadidah Arts District and Daimumah welcome visitors
from across the world to immerse themselves in the
heart of AlUla and take a piece of the region home

with them.

This year marks the festival's fifth anniversary, and

an opportunity to reflect on the remarkable growth of
AlUla’s creative ecosystem. The PROGRAM includes
several awe-inspiring exhibitions, commissions, and
performances which represent the bold ambitions of
Wadi AlFann, the upcoming contemporary art museum,
AlJadidah Arts District and the world-class partners
who are proud to call AlUla home.

Central to these efforts are two key pillars: the
landscape and the community. AlUla is a canvas like no
other. We invite visitors to experience and engage with
cultural and natural heritage of this wondrous region
and expand their own perspectives and horizons in

the process.

Hamad AlHomiedan
Art and Creatives Industries Director
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Inaugurated in 2020, as the region's first public art
biennale, each edition includes artists from Saudi Arabia,
the region, and around the world. Desert X AlUIa,
presented in partnership with Desert X Coachella Valley,
is an outdoor exhibition of site-specific art that takes
the desert landscape, its heritage, and its ecosystems as
inspiration.

Desert X AlUla 2026 will showcase 11 artists, under the
vision of Artistic Directors Neville Wakefield and Raneem
Farsi, and co-curators Curators Wejdan Reda and

Zoé Whitley.

Space Without Measure

Its theme ‘Space Without Measure'is inspired by the
spiritual insights and poetic language of the Lebanese-
American poet and writer Kahlil Gibran. Viewed through
this prism, each artwork becomes a new point on the
map, marking flourishes of imagination, from flowering
utopias to previously inconceivable vistas, and

sound corridors.

Spanning prehistoric waterways, the incense route

and the advent of celestial navigation, co-curators

Zoé Whitley and Wejdan Reda, bring together
multigenerational artists from Saudi Arabia, the Arab
world and across the globe to serve as reference points
for shared hope and communion.

Emerging from the sand among the desert’'s own wind-
etched canyons and natural formations, the works seek
the intersection of the physical and the transcendental,
welcoming passage rather than permanence, reflection
rather than resolution. The theme proposes earthworks
that are simultaneously subtle, enveloping, involving
and monumental. Each commission invites an
encounter that we see, feel and sense, when we

gather together.

oallssly @
Wadi AlFann o

16 Jan - 28 Feb 2026

10:30 - 18:00 Tuesday-Sunday

Ramadan hours:

Sun, Tues, Weds, Thurs: 15.00 - 17.30

Fri, Sat: 9.00 - 11.30 and 15.0@pm - 17.30pm
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Tarek Atoui
The Water Song, 2026

Lebanese-born Atoui is an artist and electro-acoustic
composer who explores the medium of sound and the
way it gives shape to our perceptions through dynamic
installations, experimental multi-sensory environments,
and collaborative performances.

Atoui collaborates with musicians, composers and
local craftspeople to invent complex instruments with
strong sculptural halos. By bringing together a wide
range of materials and knowledge, he tests the sonic
properties and the unique ways in which elements like
bronze, water, glass and stone transmit and reflect
sound. Atoui's Bayt Al Hams (The Whispering House)
at the AlUla Arts Festival 2025, continues to evolve

in the south canyon of Desert X 2026 as a site of
archeological excavation where a constellation of
horn-like hollow structures emerge, half-buried, from
the earth.

Tarek Atoui
The Water Song, 2026
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Maria Magdalena

Campos-Pons
Imole Red, 2026

Campos-Pons is a Cuban-born, US-based
multidisciplinary artist whose oeuvre channels
connectedness to land through spiritual, social, that
comprise the complex intersections of our identities.
‘Imole’ references the word in Yoruba language that
means light.

The artist references the extraordinary intensity of
AlUla sunsets, moved by the associations between the
sun and West African pantheon of Yoruba deities, in
particular Oshun, deity of the river that bears her name,
symbolic of spiritual vitality and life’s flow. The artist
studiously examined an array of native plants that
flower across the red spectrum (from golden to near
purple) date palms, jujubes, and allium atroviolaceum
to name only three. Noting that the contours of the
canyons change chromatically from yellow, ochre, red,
to purple and blue, Campos-Pons synthesizes color,
light and energy into a blossoming, alchemical garden.
The artist chose to place her sculpture in a flood plain
to honor the valley's past, a place where our diminished
human scale demands humility before nature’s epic
grandeur. The larger-than-life allium serves as a
reminder of our shared roots in the landscapes that
have transformed over millennia from sea to desert,
carrying the memory of water in their bones and the
promise of connection in their reaching forms.
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Mohammad Alfaraj
What was the
Question Again?, 2026

For multidisciplinary Saudi artist AlFaraj, his greatest
collaborator is nature. ‘Blooming from the landscapes of
my childhood in Al Ahsa, palm trees, water channels, soil
and dates are part of everyday life. These materials are
vessels of care, endurance and the intimate relationships
between people and their environment. He invites us to
enter a labyrinth of fables where we encounter objects
and plants that each tell a story.

The maze leads to a wondrous palm tree made of
many trees. The artist was reminded of witnessing his
grandfather grafting trees, a process through which a
dying trunk could have an extended life, growing as one
with another. This horticultural conjoining became for
AlFaraj a vivid example of “how renewal often emerges
through coexistence, how harmony naturally exists in
the environment, and codependency is a crucial act

of survival”

Mohammad Alfaraj
What was the Question Again?, 2026
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Ibrahim El-Salahi
Haraza Tree, 2026

Sudanese Modernist El-Salahi integrates African,
Arabic and Western artistic traditions in paintings

and sculptures that combine calligraphy, surrealism

and abstraction. This installation of wood trees, one

of an ongoing series of ‘meditation trees) is inspired

by the Haraza Acacia from the banks of the Nile but
also symbolizes all the species of Acacia that grow
throughout AlUla’s desert canyons. These resilient
plants provide shade, animal nourishment and firewood.
El-Salahi comments, ‘It has long been my ambition to
realize a forest of these ‘Tree’ sculptures in which the
individual and the collective exist in harmony (and)

unity emerges from multiplicity. One tree is represented
many times to represent the many aspects of the

great human society. The artist sees the series as an
ongoing investigation of the tree / body metaphor, a link
between heaven and earth, creator and created!

Ibrahim El-Salahi
Haraza Tree, 2026
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Hector Zamora
Tar HyPar, 2026

Mexican-born Zamora is an artist unbound by the
strictures of disciplines. He generates friction between
accepted definitions of art and architecture, public and
private, exterior and interior, organic and industrial, wild
and methodical, real and imaginary. The title of this
work, too, is a blended invention of Zamora's. It refers to
the traditional Saudi drum or ‘tar’, fused with the saddle-
like hyperbolic paraboloid--a curved quadratic shape,
shortened to ‘hypar’. Tar HyPar is a site-specific work
arising from the artist's desire to activate the valley as a
musical instrument.

Seeking to provide an unexpected response to the site
of DXU26, Zamora invites reflection through interaction.
We are not viewers, but participants asked to “play” the
surfaces of the structure as drums. The artist notes that
“drums are a way to connect with nature, and tales that
are in the desert. Through sound, across mountains,

by way of reverberance, we each create energy with

our hands, the skin of an animal as elemental conduit.
The paradox is the sonic environment amplifies our
perception of silence, a humbling reminder of our place
in the universe.

Hector Zamora
Tar HyPar, 2026
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Bahraini-Danish
Bloom, 2026

Bahraini-Danish is Batool Alshaikh (b. 1991), Maitham
Almubarak (b. 1992), and Christian Vennerstrem Jensen
(b.1988), who work collectively as a creative practice to
explore how places and objects shape the way we live
and what we remember. Their work spans the fields of
art, architecture, design, and publishing. Through joint
efforts, research and sustained playful experimentation,
their process leads to imaginative objects, new yet
familiar. The dramatic interplay of sun and shade in the
desert drew their attention to the flowering plants that
thrive in such extraordinary conditions. Bloom shimmers
between the rocks, appearing and disappearing as

the sunlight shifts, its spinning forms merging with the
terrain to create a continuous dialogue between light,
shadow and landscape. The resulting kinetic sculpture
blossoms as a scaled-up version of educational system
models, with intricate mechanisms holding everything in
balance. Visitors are invited to engage directly with the
sculpture: by spinning its wheels, large elements are set
into motion, casting shadows in ever-changing patterns.

Bahraini-Danish
Bloom, 2026
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Sara Abdu
A Kingdom Where No One Dies:
Contours of Resonance, 2026

Born in Saudi to Yemeni parents, Abdu's work draws on
her being ‘between geographies. Using the sands of
both AlUla and Yemen, Abdu creates stratified walls of
rammed earth, compacting sand, soil and clay to revive
an ancient construction technique common to many
cultures across the world. The artist composed a poem
to guide the viewer, though her verse is visualized rather
than heard.

Conceal all borders

Feel the earth beneath you,
Stand still,

Be rooted

And remember your first home
Her womb...

Abdu translates the sound waves of her voice reading
the poem aloud into ‘a line of vibration transformed into
sculptural contours’ The jagged, changing topography
of her sand sculpture echoes the geological strata of the
surrounding canyon. Her poem concludes,

Now breathe
You are in the kingdom
Where no one dies.

21 | Desert X AlUla 2026
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Sara Abdu
A Kingdom Where No One Dies:
Contours of Resonance, 2026

Basmah Felemban
Murmur of Pebbles, 2026

Originally commissioned for Desert X AlUla 2024,
curated by Maya El Khalil and Marcello Dantas.

Known for installations that draw on Islamic geometry,
Saudi artist Felemban has taken a tiny geological
element and made it monumental. Sitting on steel
plates like sunbursts, gigantic ‘pebbles’ are carved

from limestone. AlUla’s sandstone cliffs are composed
of quartz-rich sediments laid down by ancient river
networks and deltas. These former waterways shaped
the desert landscape of today. Sculpted by the
battering elements, rock cavities resembling honeycomb
form across the mountain facades known as ‘tafoni.
Weather erosion causes the hollowed-out portions to
fall, pebble-like, dispersing what was once intact. The
artist observes, ‘The pebbles carry the knowledge of our
ancient rivers. These pebbles with their roundness and
lengths, tell us about the speed of the water flow and
how the waves move them away, or closer to our feet.
They carry within them an energetic resonance of our
land, of its ups and downs'.

Basmah Felemban
Murmur of Pebbles 2026
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Vibha Galhotra
Future Fables. 2026

Celebrated for assemblages that address
environmental destruction brought about by climate
change, New Delhi-based Galhotra gives fragments of
ruined buildings new life in an architectural sculpture
which asks, ‘how can the discarded matter of our time
be transformed into monumental structures that
compel us to think, remember and re-imagine?’ The
artist has gathered the rubble of buildings demolished
in AlUla, imbuing varied detritus with structural unity
by enclosing the fragments within a steel framework.
Concrete, formed of water and cement, is the defining
material of the modern age. It also contributes %8 of
global warming. For the artist, the material stands ‘as
witness to construction and collapse, climate anxieties,
conflict and desire. Embedded in each fragmentis a
history of water, labor and aspiration. Galhotra offers
Future Fables as a gathering place, a shelter within the
embrace of which we can tell stories of what was, recite
poetry for what is yet to come, dwell in the present.
Galhotra invites us to reflect on histories of progress,
extraction and conflict, and to consider alternative
futures, together.

Vibha Galhotra
Future Fables 2026

I8
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Mohammed AlSaleem
(1939-1997)

Flower Bud, The Triangles, AlIShuruf
Unit, Al Ahilla, The Thorn

Renowned as a Modernist painter and an influential,
magnetic presence among Saudi's artistic community,
the late AlSaleem was a vanguard artist best known for
developing the “horizonism” style, sparked by observing
Riyadh's skyline from the desert. A visionary in the
Kingdomss modern art movement, Al Saleem was the
first to hold an art exhibition in Riyadh in 1967.In 1979,
he founded Dar Al-Funoon Al-Sa’udiyyah, Riyadh's first
art house, creating a vital platform for artists to gather,

exhibit, and access materials that were otherwise scarce.

This initiative exemplified his enduring commitment

to nurturing fellow artists, designers, and architects.
Among his lesser-known projects, a sculpture series
was created for the Riyadh Municipality in the 1980s,
inspired by the desert landscape. Revealing a curated
selection for the first time within AlUla for Desert X
AlUla 2026, each ascends skywards, using geometry
symbolically. The crystalline spikes of The Thorn relate
to protection and resilience. The twisting facets of the
AlShuruf Unit represent knowledge, understanding
and communication. The Triangles, an ascending series
of interlocking forms, serve as a metaphor for the
combined strength of diverse cultures. The unfurling
petals of Flower Bud celebrate the inherent beauty

of young potential. Bedouin tents and the night sky
inspired the star and crescent moon motif atop Al Ahilla
(The Crescents).

THE THORN, 1980s
Coated steel, 14m x 3m circumference

THE TRIANGLES, 1980s

Coated steel, 9.65m x 3m x 2m
FLOWER BUD, 1980s

Stainless steel, 8m x 1.2m

AL AHILLA, 1980s

Coated steel, 12.5m x 10m
ALSHURUF UNIT, 1980s

Coated steel, 14m x 3m circumference

Works by Mohammed Al Saleem
throughout the exhibition are on loan
courtesy of Riyadh Art collection,

The Royal Commission for Riyadh City
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Art Tours

A variety of guided tours are available on foot and
by car, including a full day trip with a Haki AlIFann
(art guide) that will take in Desert X AlUla, Arduna
contemporary art exhibition and exhibitions in
AlJadidah Art District.

Art Hikes

Join a guided trek across the landscapes of Wadi
AlFann, arriving at the site on routes inaccessible

by car. Your hike concludes with an hour-long guided
tour of Desert X AlUla led by an experience Haki AlFann.

Stargazing

Visit the rocky canyons of Desert X AlUla at night in
an experience that includes a nighttime tour of the
artworks followed by a stargazing session with hot
drinks and snacks.

Yoga and Meditation Sessions

Wadi AlFann offers an exceptional morning atmosphere
featuring private yoga and meditation sessions at

the Desert Visitor Pavilion. Tickets include an exclusive
opportunity to wander through the artworks before the
site opens to the general public.

Program Highlights:

Workshops for adults and families, every weekend.
Family activities available daily. Artwork activations
every Friday.

For more information please check
experiencealula.com

Book tours and hikes on
experiencealula.com
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The Desert X AlUla 2026 public PROGRAM aims to
enhance visitor experience and engage audiences
with contemporary art, creativity and the desert
environment. The PROGRAM includes artist
conversations featuring curators and commissioned
artists, workshops for adults and families, artist
performances, art hikes and guided tours led

by Hukat AlFann, specialist art guides. Music
performances are presented on selected weekend
afternoons at the Visitor Pavilion, in collaboration
with AlUla Music Hub.

r-ri ol Xclpaua | 11




PUBLIC PROGRAM

Highlights

We Own All the Seas,
but We Forgot How to Make a Boat

Performance by Mohammad Alfaraij

Further artist performances and workshops at

experienceaula.com

Many many sunsets and sunrises ago, the land of AlUla
was part of a vast ocean, and most likely, incredible giant
creatures were swimming in it. But how much do we really
know about that? considering all the knowledge we have
on hand, yet we might not even know how to build a
boat, if these waters started to leak back and rise up. A
mythical story performed with the backdrop of a sunset
where figures cross the top of a dune puddling the sands
with palm leaves.

30Jan 2026
16:30 - 18:00

Unthought Making
Workshop by Bahraini Danish

Desert X Artists Bahraini Danish (Batool Al Shaikh,
Maitham Al Mubarak and Christian Vennerstrem) present
an open-format workshop centered around intuitive clay
hand-forming, where participants are invited to create
small hand expressions of form, free from all constraints
except beauty. The workshop is designed as an open,
walk-in experience, at the Desert X AlUla Visitor centre
allowing participants to join and leave at their own pace
or immerse themselves for the entire duration of the
event. Over the course of four hours, attendees will be
encouraged to explore the properties of clay through
direct hand manipulation, without the use of tools. The
emphasis will be on intuitive making, responding to
artworks and landscape, releasing preconceived ideas

or structured plans, and instead embracing the organic
emergence of balance, form, and texture. The pieces made
in the workshop will be curated and displayed in the Visitor
centre offering an evolving dialogue between the act of
making and the act of seeing.

6 Feb 2026

14:30 - 16:00
Desert X AlUla 2026 general admission ticket required.
availc n experiencealula.com
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Villa Hegra: VERTIGO
By Rachid Ouramdane and Nathan Paulin

At the crossroads between reality and a dream world,
between contemporary dance, extreme sports and
circus performance, Vertigo unfolds boundless practices
in the spectacular setting of the canyons of Desert

X AlUla. Program by the new Saudi-French cultural
institution Villa Hegra, Vertigo manifests the desire,
expressed by Rachid Ouramdane, Director of Chaillot

- National Dance Theatre, to be “really focused on the
fascination triggered by the wish to take off, to drift, a
state of weightlessness, a suspension”.

Rather than giving in to the attraction of virtuosity, the
piece endeavours to give rise to an existential - even
metaphysical - dimension, flirting with the void. The
performance developed by Ouramdane and French
highliner Nathan Paulin will be performed alongside a
company of acrobats on an outdoor stage and highlines
fixed up to 35 meters above the ground and will also
feature the participation of children from the

AlUla community.

With the support of
Dance Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels

16 Jan 2026

16:30 -18:00
available on experiencealula.com

Full Moon Dinner at Desert X AlUla by Ducasse

A celebration of art, landscape, fine dining and the
full moon at Desert X AlUla. The evening features art
performances, live music from AlUla Music Hub, a full
moon tour, And a curated dinner menu by Ducasse,
featuring ingredients sourced from AlUla’s farms, will
be served under the stars.

O1Feb 2026

19:00 - 22:30
available on experiencealula.com

29 | Desert X AlUla 2026
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Book on experiencealula.com

A specially curated music PROGRAM will animate the
canyons of Desert X AlUla 2026 on selected weekend
afternoons at the

Visitor Pavilion.

Admission free with a general admission ticket.

Saturday Jam Ibrahim
with AlUla Najada
Music Hub

Musicians from AlUla
Music Hub provide
the soundtrack for
Saturday afternoons
at Desert X AlUla

18 Jan, 14 Feb
15:00 -17:00

31 | Desert X AlUla 2026

Ibrahim creates
music that is

defined by a spirit

of experimentation
and a dedication to
storytelling. Each of
his compositions tells
a unique narrative,
exploring diverse
musical genres ranging
from electronica and
synthwave to indie
and Arabic music

6 -7 Feb
15:00 -17:00

experiencealula.com ;_ic slio j2all

AB@D

Multi-instrumentalist
and producer AB@D
fuses Saudi traditions
with modern electronic
elements, creating
music that celebrates
Saudi heritage in a
contemporary light.

30Jan
15:00 -17:00

ABG@D
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dogadll Al oll 65 Ly
AlUla Old Town

(1]
(2]
o
(4]
o
o
o
o
o
®
(1)
12)
13

ALJADIDAH ARTS DISTRICT

Arts Festival
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Villa Hegra
AlJadidah Exhibition Space

Athr Gallery
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Reflections Exhibition
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In the Bellies of the Rocks (still), 2026
Two-channel video installation
Commissioned by The Royal
Commission for AlUla

F.FE (F cbAall 3g3) dyils 8jg4a
o AT X AF.T X 16 sl

Self Portrait (Space Helmet 2), 2024
Ceramic, 143 x 82.6 x82.6 cm
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In the Bellies of the Rocks
Ayman Zedani

In his newly commissioned work Saudi artist Ayman
Zedani turns toward the deep time of the Arabian
Peninsula. His work imagines a future archaeology, one
in which traces of ancient civilisations no longer merely
record the past but also open portals into alternative
understandings of knowledge, cosmology and even the
notion of belonging.

Drawing from his ongoing engagement with heritage,
science fiction, and the speculative potential of archives,
Zedani constructs a fictional framework that proposes a
radical re-reading of the region's landscapes.

The work unfolds in the form of a two-channel video
installation, conceived as both an archive and a portal.

Palaces, Priests, and Power
Tavares Strachan

Bahamian conceptual artist Tavares Strachan's work
explores the intersections of art, science, and history,
often illuminating narratives erased by dominant
systems of knowledge. His series takes inspiration
from the African-American writer Langston Hughes's
reflections on empire during his travels in Uzbekistan
and from Strachan’s own search for links between the
Middle East and the American South.

Comprising carpets and sculptures, the series weaves
together temples, mosques, and palaces with cotton
blossoms, birds, flowers, and spaceships.

O1Feb - 15 Apr2026

10:00 -22:00 Sunday to Thursday
10:00 -0O0:00 (midnight) Friday and Saturday
Ramadan hours: 20:00 - 02:00
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When the Dust of Conflict Settles, 2023

Hand carving on griesa, jerashi, madaba, hoota and

qgassimi stone, various dimensions.

Installation view of ‘Thinking Historically in the Present, Sharjah
Biennale 15, Sharjah, UAE, 2023
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When the dust of conflict settles
Dana Awartani

This new work by Saudi- Palestinian artist Dana
Awartani reflects on the fragile continuity of cultural
heritage in the aftermath of conflict. Rather than
focusing solely on ruins left behind, the artist turns

her attention to the living knowledge embedded in
traditional craftsmanship, paying homage to its role as
a vital agent in processes of memory and renewal.

Awartani draws upon the long history of stone carving
in the Levant, where artisans once adorned fortresses,
places of worship and other civic architecture with
ornamental motifs that spoke to both spiritual and
communal life. Often threatened or destroyed during
recent decades of unrest, these designs are re-examined
here through the lens of geometry. This project was
executed in collaboration with displaced stonemasons
and craftsmen from across the region.

O1Feb - 15 Apr 2026

10:00 -22:00 Sunday to Thursday
10:00 -00:00 (midnight) Friday and Saturday
Ramadan hours: 20:00 - 02:00
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Bayt AlHams (The Whispering House), 2025. AlUla
Royal Commission for AlUla
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Phonolites
Tarek Atoui

Lebanese contemporary artist and composer, Tarek
Atoui's commission in AlUla is a long-term artistic
collaboration rooted in community engagement,
listening, and shared learning. Launched in 2025, the
project connects the artist with local schools, students,
artisans, and musicians, fostering a space where
creativity and exchange can grow organically.

Rather than a short-term project, Atoui chose a
gradual approach, developing deep relationships with
educational partners and nurturing emerging local
talent. Some students have even joined AlUla’'s music
school as a result.

Now the project expands to Madrasat Addeera,
integrating crafts like embroidery, stone carving, and
pottery with musical exploration.

Tarek Atoui performance Bayt AlHams Chapter 2

will also introduce two new instruments, developed

in collaboration with local artisans in AlUla: a horn
collection, embroidered canvases, and the previously
produced Lithophone. The show will be activated by
three performers and participatory engagement from
AlUld’'s local community in a fluid sonic journey.

O1Feb -15 Apr 2026

10:00 -22:00 Sunday to Thursday
10:00 -00:00 (midnight) Friday and Saturday
Ramadan hours: 20:00 - 02:00
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Tapestry known as

“The Leap into the Void": Sky of October 16,1793, 2024
Indian ink and gold gouache on Aubusson tapestry,
200 x 250 cm

Centre Pompidou, Mnam-Cci, Paris

Purchase, 2025
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1 Will Keep A Light Burning
Renaud Auguste-Dormeuil

French artist Renaud Auguste-Dormeuil’s practice
explores the intersections of time, memory, and
representation, revealing the invisible structures shaping
our understanding of reality and history. His work
grapples with phenomena that resist direct visualisation,
positioning art not merely as a record of the visible, but
as a means of rendering what cannot be seen.

This engagement finds profound expression in his
tapestry works. Auguste-Dormeuil acquires antique
tapestries and overlays them with the night sky

of historical events contemporaneous with their
creation. Painted in India ink and gold gouache,

these constellations disrupt the pastoral serenity of

the originals, often evoking moments of rupture. The
tapestry, commissioned by the contemporary art
museum, portrays a landscape beneath the night sky as
it appeared when Halley’'s Comet passed over the region
in the 18th century, a tribute to the Islamic astronomers
who charted its course. The result is a visual palimpsest
collapsing multiple moments into one frame.

O1Feb - 15 Apr 2026

10:00 -22:00 Sunday to Thursday
10:00 -00:00 (midnight) Friday and Saturday
Ramadan hours: 20:00 - 02:00
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MATERIAL WITNESS:

CELEBRATING DESIGN FROM WITHIN

e Design Space AlUla

Material Witness is an exhibition and public programme
that brings together AlUla’s design initiatives at Design
Space AlUlg, located in the AlJadidah Arts District.
Presenting design as a situated practice shaped by
climate, landscape, and lived experience, the exhibition
foregrounds material as a bearer of memory, labour,
and time.

Through obijects, prototypes, and material research,
designers engage with stone, palm, clay, pigment,
metal, and textile—allowing material to speak through
form. Emphasising process over spectacle, the works
reveal research, experimentation, and making as
modes of thinking, where attention and slowness guide
innovation.

Material Witness unfolds through four interlinked
initiatives active in AlUla today: Madrasat Addeera,

the AlUla Artist Residency - Design Edition, the AlUla
Design Award, and the AlUla Designathon. Together,
they form a living ecosystem of learning, site-responsive
making, recognition, and collaborative experimentation.

Extending beyond the exhibition, the public programme
features talks, discussions, and hands-on workshops
led by designers, artisans, and thinkers from Saudi
Arabia and beyond, offering deeper insight into design
processes and practices in AlUla.

Presented in partnership with AFALULA, the French
Agency for the Development of AlUla.

16 Jan - 28 Feb 2026

16:00 - 22:00 Sun to Thu
10:00 - 14:00 Fri and Sat
16:00 - 23:00 Friand Sat
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Plural
Geographies:
Design
Perspectives
(panel)
featuring celebrated
Brazilan designer
Humberto Campana
and acclaimed Saudi
artist and designer
Ahmad Angawi.

23 Jan 2026
14:00 - 16:00
Design

Space AlUla

Madrasat Addeera
Editions: Context-
Responsive Practices
(Panel Talk)

Leading designers will explore how
place, materiality, and cultural context
shape contemporary design practice.
Through shared reflections and case
studies, the discussion examines

how designers engage with local
landscapes, heritage, and production
processes to create work that is both
globally relevant and deeply rooted

in place.

24 Jan 2026
00:00

Cristian Mohaded - Designer
Aldo Sollazzo - Architect & Designer

Moderated by: Samer Yamani
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Shaping
Style:

local Identity and

the Saudi Fashion
Scene featuring the
winner of the AlUla
Design Award fashion
category

24 Jan 2026
14:00 - 16:00

Design
Space AlUla

‘We the
Others’
film
screening

A moving
documentary on the
lives and works of
Brazilian designers
Fernando and
Humberto Campana
featuring a Q&A with
Humberto Campana
and Cyril Zammit

24 Jan 2026
18:30 - 20:00

Cinema
AlJadidah

aluro polp

DESIGN SPACE ALULA PROGRAM

Design Space AlUla presents Design Discussions,

a series of talks featuring leading designers and
makers exploring key issues in contemporary design
and architecture.

Design Workshops will feature hands-on sessions
with leading designers and facilitators that explore
traditional patterns, repetition and techniques that

transform raw materials into meaningful, tactile designs.

Special playful sessions for families invite children to
actively explore and reinterpret their surroundings,
learning basic design techniques and understanding our
objects shape space.

Material Witness: Designing from Within - panel
featuring exhibition curator Dominique Petit-Frére and
the designers in residence from the 2025

Design Residency.
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Madrasat Addeera is the first school for girls in AlUla.
It experienced a transformative change in 2019, when
its premises were converted into AlUld’s first arts and
design centre. offering PROGRAMSs in traditional

arts that aim to guide and train artisans in various
techniques and tools. The objective is to transform
and develop the region’s traditional arts with a
contemporary twist, while also contributing to the
preservation of AlUla’s cultural heritage.

Madrasat Addeera stands as a beacon for the revival
of traditional arts, empowering artisans to build a
sustainable creative economy through their craft. The
school offers a comprehensive curriculum of workshops
and masterclasses spanning textiles, stone and wood
carving, wool crafts, natural dyeing, and geometric
drawing, alongside jewellery design, soap and candle
making, palm weaving, and ceramics.

It serves as a vital bridge between generations, a
platform for creativity, and a celebration of AlUla’s
enduring spirit and rich heritage.

Public PROGRAM

Every weekend throughout AlUla Arts Festival,
Madrasat Addeera opens its doors for visitors to
experience the beauty and authenticity of AlUla’s
traditional crafts. The workshops invite both adults and
children, locals and tourists alike, to learn, create, and
connect with AlUla’s artistic heritage through hands-on
sessions led by skilled artisans.

Join us every weekend to explore, craft, and be inspired
by AlUla’s living traditions.

Follow @artsalula for the latest workshop details and

schedules and book online at
experiencealula.com

All year round
09:00- 16:30 Sunday -Thursday
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MADRASAT ADDEERA @

dell é dousall sl
AlUla Old Town

Madrasat Addeera Store and Exhibition 8 sl & ujs0 yaje0g Jaio

In AlUla, where craftsmanship remains alive,
the Madrasat Addeera Exhibition unfolds as
a journey through materials, patterns, colours,
and making processes that shape products
inspired by the AlUla.
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design approaches that preserve their essence
while giving them renewed presence.
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It also highlights the skills of Madrasat . o il i '
Addeera’s artisans, showing how inherited Alall Jloa g0 pglisulg shl Adis] ,i H
craft expertise is transformed into meaningful i
products, rooted in AlUla’s culture and ;1 iF
connected to its contemporary creative context. ‘!H;
o
Discover. Create. Be inspired by the beauty of P’.aa
AlUla. ’“ !
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NOT DESERTED:

ALULA'S ARCHIVES IN MOVEMENTS

e Villa Hegra
AlJadidah Exhibition Space

Not Deserted: AlUla’'s Archives in Movement brings
together early 20th-century photographs by Tony André
and new cinematic works by Saudi filmmaker Saad
Tahaitah, resulting from a film at Villa Hegra. Together,
they form a hybrid map of AlUla, a pluralistic, evolving,
AlUla deeply embedded in local and transnational
narratives.

Throughout the exhibition, the desert as defined by
constant movement and transformation: nothing
remains fixed. As AlUla’s geologists say, “The two
sculptors of this desert are water and wind”. This
exhibition draws inspiration from that instability, which
continually dis-archives, unearths, and disrupts fixed
narratives. As shifting sands bury paths and erase roads,
the desert emerges not as barren, but as a vibrant
transmitter of knowledge and imagination.

This dynamic archive reveals itself through natural
formations: tafones shaped over millennia, sediment
layers dating back to the Ice Age, and through acts
of image-making that document and interpret the
landscape. Even still photographs carry embedded
imaginaries, actively shaping how we perceive and
reconstruct this land.

[ ]

Istituto Centrale
l . per il Catalogo

ela Documentazione
16 Jan - 14 Feb 2026
16:00 - 22:00
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Design Focus

As part of the Arts Festival, Villa Hegra presents a Design Focus, highlighting three
milestones in contemporary design that shaped the conception of its building:

e Saudivisual artist Badr Ali was invited to conceptualise a capsule collection for Villa
Hegra in partnership with USM Haller.

e French designer Paul Emilieu Marchesseau, Villa Hegra's first designer-in-residence,
was commissioned to create custom furniture for the Villa's five artist studios in
partnership with Saudi crafts companies (Alphaplus, Shaddah Design) and local
artisans.

e French company Tectona was commissioned to produce chairs and tables for Villa
Hegra, based on a design by Jean-Baptiste Fastrez and his OSAKA collection, in
collaboration with the Mobilier national. The project also includes a loan of pieces
from the Mobilier nationalss collection, on display at
Villa Hegra.

Villa Hegra also showcases works by French artist and Villa Hegra resident Théo
Mercier, created ahead of his monumental exhibition at the Diriyah Biennale 2026.

Urban Dance Showcase

Villa Hegra opens its doors for an unprecedented urban dance showcase in partnership

with Chaillot - National Dance Theater. The event brings together Saudi and French
talents in a celebration of the global language urban dance, with performances by
Jeddah breakdancer Akram and the acrobats from Compagnie XY, presenting their
performance Mobius Morphosis in Villa Hegra’s patio.
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0 Athr Gallery

Intimate Architectures of Belonging

Sara Abdu

Intimate Architectures of Belonging unfolds as a
landscape of objects that appear at once architectural
and spectral; structures distilled from the vestiges

of domestic life yet rendered in materials that resist
permanence. Across the exhibition, Sara Abdu stages

a series of near-familiar forms: a staircase of wax, a
floor assembled from compressed henna tiles, a field of
bukhoor cubes, and an anthropomorphized melancholic
figure named July. Together, they outline a topology of
belonging shaped by repetition, rupture, inheritance, and
the quiet rituals that bind one to place even as departure
persists as an undercurrent.

Drawing on the textures, scents, and thresholds of

the home, Abdu reconstructs what might be called an
interior archaeology, a vocabulary of what supports,
shelters, directs, or lingers within the built environments
we move through. Yet here, these forms are stripped

of their functionality, severed from their utilitarian logic
and held instead in states of suspension, paused mid-
gesture, incomplete, or drifting toward dissolution. The
exhibition becomes a stage where architecture behaves
like memory; unstable, porous, and forever negotiating
between presence and absence.

Intimate Architectures of Belonging offers neither clarity
nor closure. Instead, it opens a series of; apertures,
pathways, thresholds, and interruptions through which
the viewer may encounter the mutable forms of memory,
the remnants of places left behind, and the architectures
we continue to build within ourselves.

Sara Abdu is also participating in Desert X AlUla 2026,
page 25

6 Jan - 2 May 2026

13:00 - 19:00 Sun, Wed, Thu
15:00 - 22:00 Fri, Sat
Monday and Tuesday Closed
Non-ticketed
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Cinema AlJadidah is an open-air cinema located in
the heart of the AlJadidah Arts District, powered by
VOX Cinemas. Set within AlUla’s historic surroundings,
the cinema offers a distinctive cultural experience that
brings together film, art, and community in an
outdoor setting.

The PROGRAM focuses on showcasing carefully
curated art-house films, documentaries, short films,

and selected feature films, with the aim of introducing
new audiences to film culture and expanding cinematic
literacy in AlUla. Cinema AlJadidah serves as a platform
for diverse storytelling, highlighting creative voices from
the region and beyond, while offering audiences an
opportunity to engage with cinema in a reflective and
accessible way.

Beyond regular film screenings, Cinema AlJadidah
functions as a multi-use cultural venue, hosting a range
of complementary activities including special screenings,
filmmaker and artist talks, panel discussions, workshops,
and community-focused events. These activities are
designed to deepen audience engagement, encourage
dialogue, and support creative exchange

across disciplines.

During AlUla Arts Festival, Cinema AlJadidah presents
a dedicated PROGRAM of films centered on themes
of art, creativity, and cultural expression. The festival
PROCGRAM includes documentaries, short films, and
feature-length works that explore artistic practices,
creative processes, and the role of art within society,
reinforcing the cinema’s position as an integral part of
AlUla’s wider cultural ecosystem.

Ticketing and bookings are available through the VOX

Cinemas platform, with further information, PROGRAM
highlights, and updates available via Experience AlUIla.

Daily screening
More information in experiencealula.com
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Shargiyyat Night

An evening dedicated to the essence of Arabic music,
its soulful melodies, intricate rhythms, and emotional
depth. Sharqgiyyat brings together AlUla Music

Hub instructors in performances that highlight the
richness of the Eastern tradition, from classical and
folk inspirations to contemporary interpretations. The
PROGRAM reflects the wide tapestry of regional styles
that have shaped Arabic music across generations,
where each school carries its own colour, phrasing, and
emotional language, blending together into one shared
musical identity. The night evokes the beauty of the
magam, the power of vocal expression, and the artistry
of improvisation, offering audiences a glimpse into the
timeless world of Arabic music

Fusion Night:
Between Orient and Occident

A musical dialogue where cultures meet and boundaries
fade. Fusion Night explores the meeting point between
Arabic and Western musical traditions, where melodies,
harmonies, and rhythms intertwine to create new
expressive landscapes. Each performance reflects a
spirit of experimentation, blending the emotional depth
of Eastern music with the textures and structures of
the West, resulting in a sound that is both familiar

and refreshingly new. It is an evening that celebrates
creativity, collaboration, and the beauty that emerges
when different musical languages speak as one.

Daily Live Music in AlJadidah Arts District
from 20.00 to 21.00

15 Jan - 14 Feb 2026

For more information: experiencealula.com
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The British Council in KSA will present two installations
awarded grants for cultural initiatives in AlUla.

‘CRIES IN THE DESERT’
Musson+Retallick

Avrtists musson+retallick and Wilderthorn have
created six short films which reflect the evolution
and atmosphere of AlUla. The films are referred to as
‘sketches’; emotive moments in time caught by the
artists as they absorbed the landscape, sounds, and
culture of AlUla. The artwork was created with the
support of archaeologist Mohamed Alhusayni and
references six layers of landscape, six chiefs of the
old town and six phases of date ripening. Presented
across two spaces: an exhibition downstairs and a
documentary screening at Cinema AlJadidah.

REMAKE: What is Luxury?
STUDIO U

STUDIO U reimagines beauty in what is often

overlooked. Traditional garments are deconstructed
and reconstructed with care, challenging how value
is defined. True luxury, we argue, lies in preservation,

transformation, and revealing potential without erasing
history. The exhibition is upstairs, and the documentary

screens at Cinema AlJadidah.

16 Jan - 14 Feb 2026
16:00 - 00:00
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The Holy Wadi, 2025
Chromogenic photograph prints, 32 x 42 cm
Royal Commission for AlUla, contemporary art collection
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@ Contemporary art museum
temporary pavilion

Our Land

Arduna, which translates to “our land’ in Arabic, is
presented as part of the pre-opening program of the
upcoming contemporary art museum in AlUla. Co-
curated in collaboration with the Centre Pompidou and
the support of French Agency for AlUla development
(AFALULA), brings together major masterpieces by
international and regional artists from both institutions’
collections, with more than 80 artworks from

various disciplines.

Drawing inspiration from the site of AlUIla, the
exhibition uses the allegory of the garden to reveal
how modern and contemporary artists explore our
evolving relationship to nature and the land. Organised
into six chapters, the exhibition delves into nature's
multiple manifestations, both real and imagined,

on a journey through gardens, forests, deserts and
their constellatory reflections in the cosmos. Through
showcasing compelling and thought-provoking
artworks, the exhibition will tackle challenges the world
encounters today, examining notions of the threat of
climate change, migratory displacement, the spread of
urbanisation, and the Anthropocene, defined as the age
of humanity's profound impact on the planet.

1Feb -15 Apr 2026

10:00 - 22:00 Sunday to Thursday
10:00 - 00:00 Friday and Saturday
Ramadan hours: 20:00 - 02:00
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Echoes of Arcadia:

Pablo Picasso, Frantisek Kupka, Yto Barrada,
Jean Arp, Jan Brykczynski, Joan Mitchell,
Julio Gonzalez, Paul Klee.

At the Forest’'s Edge:

Behjat Sadr, Eva Jospin, David Hockney,
Lucas Arruda, Ibrahim Al Salahi, Giuseppe
Penone, Taryn Simon, Andrea Branzi.

Sand and Stone:

Viswanadhan, Gina Pane, Jean Dubuffet,
Manal Aldowayan, Anna-Eva Bergman,
Ayman Zedani.

The Drift of Stars:

Etel Adnan, Rachid Koraichi, Tavares Strachan,

Lucio Fontana, Adolph Gottlieb, Constantin
Brancusi, Natalia Gontcharova, Max Ernst,
Wassily Kandinsky, Antoine Pevsner,
Harraki Mohssin.

Beyond Nature:

Samia Halaby, Hassan Sharif,

Nadia Kaabi-Linke, Cheikh Ndiaye, Imran
Qureshi, Tarek Al-Choussein, Richard Long,
Cyprien Gaillard.

Borderline:

Younes Rahmoun, Mohammed Ahmed
lbrahim, Paul Guiragossian, Ayse Erkmen,
Sliman Mansour, Laurent Grasso,
Kemang Wa Lehulere, Kader Attia.
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Arduna:
Engaging the Land, the People, and the Future

Arduna’s public program extends beyond the exhibition
walls into AlUla's landscapes, its homes, and its people.
Through this community driven program, the exhibition
becomes a dialogue between art and place, weaving
together the voices of artists, residents, and cultural

partners. It invites reflection, creation, and participation,

turning visitors into co-creators of meaning and
memory.

PROGRAM Highlights:
Participatory workshops and collaborative events that
invite the community to share, create, and exchange.

Layali Arduna:

Ramadan focused sessions reflecting community
creations and local practices rooted in AlUla in
contemporary expressions.

Arduna Workshops:

Presented to engage the audience with interactive
experiences that offer unique artistic dialogue and
shared learning.

Institutional Collaborations:
Encounters between cultural professionals to exchange
knowledge and build collective practice.

Arduna Tours:

Specialized tours uniquely designed to offer a special
insight into Arduna’s key themes

and artworks.

More information available on
experiencealula.com
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Agnes Denes, The Living Pyramid, Desert X 2025.

Courtesy of Desert X. Photo by Lance Gerber.
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Agnes Denes
The Living Pyramid

A woman stands with a wooden staff in a golden field
of wheat; behind her rise the skyscrapers of New York’s
financial district. This portrait of artist Agnes Denes
standing in her work Wheatfield - A Confrontation
(1982) became a defining image of contemporary art.

Denes is creating The Valley of Future Cities -

A Dreamscape in the Desert, for Wadi AlFann , a

new destination for land art unveiling from 2028.

As a prelude, Denes presents The Living Pyramid - a
towering structure cascading with indigenous plants as
part of Desert X AlUla 2026.

Denes, who lives and works in New York, USA, is a
pioneer of environmental art. She has planted geometric
forests on two continents and created socially engaged
works around the world.

16 Jan - 28 Feb 2026

Open all hours
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Daimumah is a living cultural landscape in AlUla that
blends nature, art, and heritage into a slow, sensory-
driven experience. Rooted in the land’s rhythms and
stories, it offers heritage trails, farm-to-table experience,
and interactive public programming such as planting
workshops, backpack tours, and youth-led activities.
Through site-responsive art, informal learning, and
community engagement, Daimumah invites visitors to
reflect, connect, and participate in the ongoing care and
celebration of AlUla’s environment.

16 Oct 2025 - 30 Apr 2026

10:00 - 22:00 Daily
Ramadan hours : 17:00 - 02:00
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Manolo Valdes cgaslla glgilo
Clio Dorada daumall guls
AlUla International Airport. Commercial Terminal dyjlaill dball , Jgall dell jlho

| muLa

]
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Delfina Bottesini & King's Foundation School of Traditional Arts dyalaill ggisll cllall Gungo dumysog Gipuigr lisalss
Urban Carpet dagsall adhio Jgo aypanl dell 6slauw

AlJadidah Arts District
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dolall Cilabusall 4 Gall
ALULA PUBLIC ART

Annelie Solis, Hanan Abdu, Amal Hadi Alenzi, Ammera Alenzi
& Members of AlUla's Community
Navigating the Night Sky, AlJadidah Arts District

2oine go sl wsjiall pol «sjiall $slm Jol coxse glin gulgus il
Jalll clows o jlaggl el

Yuri Suzuki, Sonic Bloom, Daimumah

Ammar Jiman, Omnia Jamjoon, Members of AlUla's Community & ujaog cllall gaiae ;o slpalg (pgana il cilesa Jlac El Seed, Ya Kulaib Sheb Alnar, AlJadidah Arts District Ogiall 833all G oglidl e CalS Uy e J)
King's Foundation School of Traditional Arts, AlUla’s Oasis, A Paradise wugasall @ilsa Baisall dyjlaa dagl dyaudaill ggiall clloll duungo
Garden, AlJadidah Arts District
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Immerse Yourself in An Extraordinary Retail Journey

ola 3 iy Ui Sl G dap iy piodul
During AlUIla Arts Festival see J 9

Aol ggia

Discover exclusive DesertXAlUla2026 collection, award-
winning creations from AlUla Design Award, and striking
contemporary art collaborations. Thoughtfully curated B j )
cultural boutiques bring together creativity, heritage, ol prosaill dlall 8l Sle 8jils probialg -1 dledl el ua
and innovation—offering a retail journey as inspiring as slatisll &alaill pbiall pAdig .4y pales d4is vilela] cuily
the art itself. claioil «yalaill dggllg drajnllg ) Shudll o Lacdliio Lo dulies

gils diall Jlacill deg) omlAi dagle §aui dls)

s wgiall dell ulayge Jula duilidiol Ggwi &jai o yuosil
oo dupas ausuii ca sl Gypell Giljill delsall digyll aili

Explore our curated selection of stores and their .olisl liedlgo a dylies 8)liaall liicgono caiisl
locations below. )

prauaill dell dslus 2io .

e Design Space AlUla Store .
Lua)l jaie .

e Arduna Store

o Desert X AlUla 26 dell clynua jlgil jSpo = PP dell clpua jaio .

e Hegra boutique located in Hegra visitor center pallloill jSpo -ppall jaio °
e Jabal Ikmah visitor center asc Jua lgil jSpo —ansc Jun jnio .
e AlJadidah boutique osusall jpio .
e Old Town boutique Aogsdll osludl jaio .
e Airport departure lounge sl duyro i .
e Madrasat ADdeera 8y3laall @la - jlaoll pai .
16 Jan - 14 Feb 2026 Pl palpd 1€ = i 17

79 | Don’t Miss Uoll ;4 cigai l eaylai | A




November 2025 ,25 - April 2026 ,1

The N.E.S.T. (New Experimental Salon for Travelers),
Al-Ula's first and only independent artist-run space
invites audiences to begin with the concept of Alam
Al-Ghayb — “the unseen world.” A cornerstone of ancient
Arabian and later Islamic cosmology, Alam Al Ghayb,
the unseen world, refers to realms of spirit, fate, and
divine knowledge hidden beyond human perception.
While deeply rooted in Middle Eastern traditions, this
idea extends far beyond any single region or territory.
Centering on themes of hidden knowledge and the
artist as seer, the exhibition brings together artists
and writers from diverse backgrounds to share their
unique perspectives, affirming that the unseen world
is as varied and multifaceted as those who sense and
interpret it.

Curated by Abdulmohsen AlBinali

Independency as a Method: Space, Place, and Practice
1 February | 5:30 pm

Artist and curator Abdulmohsen Al Bin Ali will be in
conversation with Akis Kokkinos, founder of DEO, for a
panel discussion exploring the realities of building and
sustaining independent art spaces. The talk reflects on
the formation of site-specific cultural initiatives, the role
of local landscapes and communities in shaping artistic
production, and how independence can be understood
not as isolation, but as a relational and interdependent
practice.

STOW YOUR HEAD x FILLIP
Immersive Film & Dinner Program
3 February | 10:00-8:00 pm

The program brings into dialogue the work of Zeynep
Tunaboylu—psychologist, writer, fillmmaker, and founder
of FILLIP—and Sedat Ozkan, photographer, filmmaker,
and creator of STOW YOUR HEAD, an experiential
format that awakens the senses through image, sound,
and shared rituals.

Open: 5:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

on weekdays (Sunday to Thursday)
Open: 12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

on weekends (Friday and Saturday)
By appointment only
@n.e.s.t_alula
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Ducasse in AlUla

Created by gastronomic titan Alain Ducasse, this dining
experience brings French culinary finesse to the heart

of the Oasis. Set beneath a canopy of palms near Jabal
Ikmah, the open-air restaurant draws inspiration from
the surrounding landscape. Expect seasonal ingredients,
elegant plating, and a menu that celebrates local
produce with international sophistication. It's a sensory
journey rooted in place, offering serenity, flavour, and a
new way to experience AlUla through food.

Maraya Social

Located in the world's largest mirrored building, Maraya
Social is a statement restaurant led by Michelin-
starred chef Jason Atherton. It offers bold, globally
inspired dishes served with views over Ashar Valley's
striking sandstone cliffs. The atmosphere is vibrant

and elevated, blending cosmopolitan flair with desert
maijesty. Dining here is about connection: to flavour,

to landscape, and to one of AlUla’s most spectacular
architectural icons.

Pink Camel

Set at the edge of the Oasis and much-loved by locals,
Pink Camel Pastry Boutique is a go-to for artisanal
coffee, fresh bakes, and indulgent desserts. Its relaxed
charm and scenic setting make it ideal for a post-
exhibition pause or a midday pick-me-up. The menu
blends international café culture with a local twist - from
its signature soft-serve to small bites and fresh juices. A
cosy, creative hub with irresistible flavour.

Tofareya

Nestled within AlUla Old Town, Tofareya reimagines
traditional Saudi cuisine. The menu pays tribute to
heritage recipes while introducing a contemporary flair,
all served in a courtyard-style space that feels both
welcoming and authentic. Lantern-lit evenings, warm
spices, and storytelling plates make this a cultural
experience as much as a culinary one. Perfect for those
looking to slow down and savour AlUla’s roots after a
day of artistic exploration in Old Town.
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7Ribs

7Ribs Enjoy a hearty meal in a charming traditional
steakhouse with a creative, modern twist. Offering

a mouthwatering dining experience, delight in its
warm atmosphere, attentive service, and a menu that
balances comfort and sophistication. Here, every visit
promises to be a memorable culinary journey.

Villa Fayrouz

One of the pioneers of Lebanese food, Villa Fayrouz
draws from over 20 years of crafting authentic and
delicious Middle Eastern cuisine. From charcoal grilled
meats to crispy homemade pastries and a wide range
of hot and cold mezze, this elegantly styled restaurant
offers diners a culinary experience to remember.

Wild Flower

Wild Flower in Daimumah is a tranquil, farm-to-table
dining spot near the western entrance of AlUla’s lush
Qasis. Surrounded by citrus trees and natural beauty,
its shaded deck is ideal for relaxing. The menu blends
fresh local ingredients with global flavours - perfect for
shareable bites and leisurely meals in a magical setting.
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DON'T MISS

Tours and Experiences

Awaken the Tales - Old Town Escape House

Blending storytelling with interactivity, this escape room
experience is set within the winding alleys of AlUla Old
Town. Guests work together to solve clues and unlock
narratives tied to AlUla’s history and folklore. The
puzzles are rooted in place, drawing from real events
and legends, with beautifully crafted sets and lighting
to enhance immersion. Ideal for families and curious
travellers, it's a playful way to connect with the spirit of
Old Town.

Old Town Tour

Walk through the historic heart of AlUla with a local
guide who brings its stories to life. The Old Town Tour
takes in restored mudbrick homes, defensive towers,
market streets, and community gathering spots, each
revealing layers of history and architectural detail. Along
the way, guests learn about trade, traditions, and daily
life in a town that once connected cultures across the
peninsula. A thoughtful, grounded way to begin your
AlUla experience.
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Jabal Ikmah & Dadan Tour
Illuminating Discoveries: Uncovering the Layers of
Dadan’s History

Step into AlUla’s past with a guided tour of two
extraordinary heritage sites. At Dadan, visitors can now
explore a new exhibition featuring recent archaeological
findings, artefacts, and immersive displays, bringing

to life the history and culture of the Dadanite and
Lihyanite civilisations. Then, journey to nearby Jabal
Ikmah, where hundreds of inscriptions reveal the
thoughts and lives of ancient peoples. It's a powerful
experience that connects language, archaeology, and
place in one seamless historical journey.

Hegra After Dark

By day, Hegra is impressive. By night, it's otherworldly.
This after-dark tour invites guests to explore Saudi
Arabia’s first UNESCO World Heritage Site under the
night sky. Theatrical storytelling, sound, and setting
combine to reawaken Nabataean narratives. Tombs
are gently lit, voices echo through the sandstone, and
the desert air lends a sense of timelessness. It's an
unforgettable perspective on one of the world's most
significant archaeological sites.

The Incense Road Experience

Set at the edge of the Oasis and much-loved by locals,
Pink Camel Pastry Boutique is a go-to for artisanal
coffee, fresh bakes, and indulgent desserts. Its relaxed
charm and scenic setting make it ideal for a post-
exhibition pause or a midday pick-me-up. The menu
blends international café culture with a local twist - from
its signature soft-serve to small bites and fresh juices. A
cosy, creative hub with irresistible flavour.
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AlUla Desert Polo
16-17 Jan 2026

Set within the stunning AlFursan Equestrian Village,
AlUla Desert Polo is the only event of its kind in the
region. Hosted in partnership with the Saudi Polo
Federation, it brings together international players,
Saudi talent, and an audience of style and sport
lovers. Framed by dramatic desert cliffs and Arabian
hospitality, this refined sporting spectacle blends
high performance with heritage offering elegance,
excitement, and an unforgettable weekend of
equestrian excellence.

AlUla Trail Race
22-23 Jan 2026

One of the region’s most scenic endurance events,

the AlUla Trail Race invites runners of all levels to

push their limits across dramatic desert terrain. With
multiple distances available, the race is as much about
experience as performance. From sunrise starts to starlit
finishes, it's a journey through silence, scale, and ever-
changing scenery. The trail weaves through canyons,
valleys, and volcanic rock - offering a connection to
nature that's both physical and profound.

AlFursan Endurance AlUla
7-8 Feb 2026

This competitive long-distance equestrian race reflects
the deep-rooted relationship between Arabian horses
and the desert landscape. Riders and horses traverse
challenging terrain, testing stamina, strategy, and trust
over hours of racing. Rooted in traditional Bedouin
endurance contests, the event celebrates both the
physical and cultural strength of the sport. Set against
the wide-open expanse of AlUIq, it's a striking tribute to
legacy, discipline, and the timeless bond between rider
and horse.

Please find our combined tickets for AlUla Desert Polo
and AlFursan Endurance AlUla and Desert X Alula
2026 experiences though experiencealula.com
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Arts AlUla would like to thank
Saudi Awwal Bank
Official Partner of AlUla Arts
Festival for their support

pd L2

slcyll | 9&




Follow us on’

Www

Experiencealula.com

@alulamoments

@artsalula



